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CHARACTER OF THE ANNUAL
LICENSING MEETING

The general annual licensing meeting is not a
"court of summary jurisdiction." It is doubtful
if it is a court at all. Except for applications for
the renewals of licences, the evidence need not be
an oath and the justices may act upon their own
knowledge of the neighbourhood and the suit-
ability of the particular premises. The meeting
must be held in public and the magistrates must
act in a judicial spirit. Any local inhabitant has
the right to oppose the grant of a new licence.
Applications are decided by a majority of the
justices. They have no power to award costs.

CONDITIONS OF NEW LICENCE

By s. 14 of the Licensing Act, 1910, the justices
when granting a new on-licence may attach con-
ditions as to payments to be made, the tenure of
the licence, and any other matters they think
proper in the interests of the public and one of the
conditions to be attached is the payment of
monopoly value which is represented by the
difference between the value which the premises
will bear when licensed and the value when not
licensed.

Instead of granting a new licence as an annual
licence, they may do so for a term not exceeding
seven years during which time the licence will not
require renewal. At the expiration of the licence
however, an application for a further period will
not be treated as a renewal but as a new applica-
tion.